
2019 WAIKATO 
REGIONAL SHOWCASE

The Ballance Farm  
Environment Awards aim to:
• celebrate farmer and grower  

achievement;
• showcase good practice to other farmers  

and growers; and
• share positive farming and growing stories with  

other audiences.

To find out more, visit: www.bfea.org.nz

The Ballance Farm Environment Awards are managed  
by the New Zealand Farm Environment Trust, and 

administered by the Waikato Ballance Farm  
Environment Awards Management Committee 

 – established to promote sustainable 
farming and growing in our region.



UICK FACTS

Defining and staying 
ever-faithful to 
values creates 

the foundations for 
a business with 
integrity, direction and 
substance. This is a 
fact well-evidenced by 
the day-to-day reality 
of Dennley Farms. 
Owned and operated by 
Adrian and Pauline Ball, the 
business’ tagline is ‘creating 
value inside the farm gate’ and there 
is sustainable value on this farm - in 
environmental, social and economic 
respects - as far as the eye can see. 
Active in the creation of meaningful 
industry change, and driven to improve 
consumer perception of the sector, 
their effective leadership culminates in 
measurable results. 
The couple’s early adoption of 
technology demonstrates an active 
intention to run a business that has 
science, logic and progressive innovation 
at its heart. Long-term plans are to 

fine-tune farm grown feed 
requirements, trial crops 

and practices that 
reduce the farm’s 
footprint further year-
on-year, introduce 
more energy-saving 
and cost-effective 
infrastructure to 

the asset base, and 
maintain growth across 

the dairy platform and beef 
breeding enterprise. 

Aspiring to model low input, low 
footprint, high animal welfare values, 
the Balls have achieved best practice 
agronomy to optimise crop and 
animal yields without compromising 
environmental health. Dennley Farms has 
a number of initiatives and features in 
place. These include working closely with 
nutrient suppliers to ensure fertilisers 
are applied at appropriate times and 
ensuring soil testing is undertaken on 
pasture every other year and annually on 
cropped land. 
The cropping and finishing farm runs 

Adrian & Pauline Ball    
DENNLEY FARMS LTD Type:  Dairy, dairy beef,  

 finishing 
District:  Tirau 
Total area:  194ha  
 (177ha effective)
Topography:  Flat to rolling

along the side of the Waihou River, which 
is treated with respect. To that end, 
fencing setbacks are 20m plus, to allow 
for revegetation of the river banks. The 
dry stock farm is 100% off the grid using 
solar power, a deep well water supply, 
and solar electric fencing. The pond 
areas on the dairy farm are hotspots for 
biodiversity and provide a great habitat 
for frogs and many waterfowl species. 
Of entering the Ballance Farm 
Environment Awards Adrian comments, 
“It is always good to hear other people’s 
opinions about what you are doing. We 
have been involved with the industry 
for a while now and it’s good to be 
positive and share our story. You never 
feel like you are ‘ready’ but having an 
understanding of the issues and options 
is important and the awards offer that 
opportunity.”   
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UICK FACTS

A special partnership 
between husband 
and wife, 

Malcolm and Sally 
Lee, and Kevin Burke 
has given rise to a 
special business. 
Burklee - a 
portmanteau 
hybridising the 
last names of its two 
shareholders - is a 496ha 
sheep and beef business 
which spans two farms. The team has 
strong principles and clear goals for its 
operation. 
The guiding vision at the heart of the 
business model is to provide a safe, 
profitable and sustainable environment 
for all shareholders, with a focus on 
producing quality products that match the 
environment. Transparency, team, trust, 
respect and management are the pillars 
upon which this vision rests. 
The shareholders contribute a 
comprehensive range of skills and expertise 
to the management and operation of 
Burklee. Sally has a degree in agricultural 

science and has been in various 
roles including working for 

the Regional Council and is 
now with Synlait Milk Ltd. 
Malcolm’s background 
includes shearing and 
fencing and he is also a 
qualified engineer, bringing 
valuable practical skills. 

Having owned a successful 
animal Health business, 

Stockguard, for 25 years, Kevin 
brings business experience. This year, 

the team has also employed a farm hand 
who works three days a week.
Comprised of 297ha at Dixon Road and 
200ha at Woodleigh Road, the farm’s stock 
is diverse: a Romney Coopworth mix ewe 
flock, with half to a maternal ram and half 
to a Suffolk terminal sire; trade bull beef, 
predominantly Friesian; and dairy grazers. 
Comparable to the respect it shows its 
animals, the team strives to do right by 
its environment and this remains a key 
goal for the future including more riparian 
planting and fencing. The farm focuses 
on matching stock class to land class and 
Burklee’s stock rotation is dictated by the 

Malcolm & Sally Lee and 
Kevin Burke   
BURKLEE LIMITED  

Type:  Sheep and beef 
District:  Matira 
Total area: 496ha 
Topography:  Hill country   

contour and soil type. 
There is an ongoing poplar pole 
programme of 50 poles per year planted 
on steep slopes to help improve soil 
stability, and a diverse range of native 
plants are present for revegetation. 
The judges commended the team for 
undertaking soil testing every two years 
and were impressed by their proactive 
approach to caring for the farm’s water. 
Rainwater is collected off the house and 
covered yards, providing 53,000 litres 
of storage. Dams and wetlands act as 
sediment traps, with reticulation on the 
finishing country and alternative water 
sources in the steeper country.
Of entering the awards the Lees say it was 
a opportunity “To provide the business 
with a WoF and to continue to learn from 
others and the awards process.”
Their advice to others contemplating entry 
is to “Give it a go! It’s a great opportunity 
to showcase what you are doing, no matter 
how far along the journey you are. and you 
will more than likely learn something.”   
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When speaking with 
Richard Glenn, 
one half of 

the dynamic duo that 
makes up Glenview 
Orchard, it takes mere 
moments to realise 
this is an orchardist 
who not only lives and 
breathes what he does, 
but is also an incredible 
asset to the industry. 
Richard and wife Robyn have 
dedicated their lives to orcharding. 
Their children Megan and Matthew - 
now grown up - flew the family nest to 
explore the world but are returning to 
carry on the legacy their parents have 
painstakingly created. 
Glenview Orchard is a business that 
has thrived in spite of the tumultuous 
challenges created by PSA. When 
the disease arrived, the Glenn’s did a 
superb job of keeping it out for four 
years during which time they were able 
to mitigate the risk involved by upping 
their biosecurity. This included a trip to 

Italy to learn more about PSA 
management right through 

to fundamental control 
measures such as 
using their own tools 
and equipment and 
keeping a consistent 
team of contractors to 
reduce the likelihood 

of PSA infection from 
other blocks.

Today, their 17.5 canopy 
hectare in kiwifruit is on its 

way to increasing to 32ha with a goal 
to achieving 16-17,000 trays/ha. They 
have a nursery growing plants for the 
new kiwifruit block and maize and silage 
are grown in the pastoral area until it is 
planted. 
True to their commitment to their 
environment, the Glenns have retired 
areas and completed significant 
native planting while exploring further 
development of a wetland similar to that 
seen at Lake Kakanui. 
Significant effort goes into monitoring 
vine health including flowering and 

budburst. Insect pests are trapped and 
this information is used to achieve a 
cutback on spray usage. 
Water efficiency is a key priority with a 
sprinkler system designed by Richard 
to apply it to a three meter diameter, 
and soil moisture probes have recently 
been installed. A weather station on farm 
assists in water use efficiency; it stores 
water in two dams over the winter and 
spring for summer and autumn use. 
Richard says a desire for knowledge and 
encouragement from others inspired 
him and Robyn to enter the awards. “We 
were inspired to think about entering 
and to think about what story we had 
to tell. I don’t think you’re ever ‘ready’ 
but it’s important to reinvent yourself 
and not be afraid of change or the hard 
decisions that you need to make.”   

Richard & Robyn Glenn  
GLENVIEW ORCHARD 

UICK FACTS

Type:  Kiwifruit orchard  
District:  Ohaupo
Total area:  48.5ha (currently 17.5  
 canopy ha in kiwifruit)  
Topography:  Rolling
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A business’ success 
is perhaps best 
measured by 

how much its owners 
are fulfilling their 
own potential. And if 
personal growth and 
fulfilment are indicators 
of this potential being 
realised, then each of 
the partners involved 
with Kawhio Farms can be 
proud to say they are part of a 
successful enterprise. 
The 680ha farm owned by Graeme and 
Karen Saunders has a robust business 
strategy that enabled them to plan for 
succession, meet their farm goals, and 
provide an equity growth pathway for 
staff. The latter gave rise to a 420ha dairy 
platform operated through a Limited 
Liability Partnership with Nathan and 
Vanessa McCluskie. The Saunders own 
75% and the McCluskies own 25% with a 
pathway to increase to 50%.  
The Saunders operate 280ha through 
Kaiwhio Farms Ltd which is dedicated 
to dairy support, sheep, beef, cropping 

and forestry. Kaiwhio Farms 
provides grazing and maize 

silage for the dairy farms, 
as a separate commercial 
entity A third adjoining 
farm, purchased by 
Vanessa McCluskies’ 
parents, is leased by the 

partnership. 
The judges were 

impressed by the farm’s 
infrastructure including well-

maintained fences and races, 
effective water reticulation and buildings. 
They were also impressed by the business 
structure and good financial management 
with strong profit-focused goals.  
Improved pastures provide above average 
yields for the district. This result is made 
possible by ensuring production practices 
are suited to the land. Dairy units are on 
easy contour and steep hills are sheep 
only areas. Approximately 22 hectares are 
in forestry on steep erodible land. This is 
planted in Ovensii cypress and Redwood 
and maize is grown on flat to gently rolling 
country
Soil fertility varies across the farm with 

Graeme & Karen Saunders and Nathan &  
Vanessa McCluskie (as partners) 
KAIWHIO FARMS  

changes in topography and land use. 
The integrity of the soil is protected by 
minimising pugging and maintaining 
structure during cropping. Riparian 
management on the property is good 
with wide buffer zones fenced off with 
substantial fences. In many places these 
are planted with natives and exotic 
trees and shrubs and the significance of 
wetlands is understood and appreciated 
and this has lead to the creation of ponds 
and wetlands. 
The Saunders are rightly proud of their 
staff retention rate which remains healthy 
thanks to providing pathways for career 
development and providing a safe and 
happy working environment. 
They entered the awards to learn more 
about their business and the changing 
environmental landscape in which they 
operated. “We enjoyed meeting some 
interesting people and seeing pathways 
for future improvement. Advice to others 
considering entry would be that no one 
is ready or perfect. Be open to advice. I 
feel we have so much to learn and this is a 
helpful part of that journey.”   

UICK FACTS

Type:  Dairy, dairy support,  
 sheep, crop
District:  Te Awamutu
Total area:  784ha (680ha owned  
 and 104ha leased)  
Topography:  Rolling to steep  
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There is a powerful 
lifeblood flowing 
through the White 

family farm, Philmara 
Ltd. Attributable to the 
lifetime commitment 
from owners Philip and 
Maree who purchased 
the property in 1983, 
and the investment of 
their three boys, John, 
Mike and Thomas and their 
wives and partners, the inimitable 
dynamic has a positive impact on all 
elements of the operation. 
The family business encompasses four 
dairy units milking 2,000 cows and 
a 400ha dry stock unit, with three of 
the business’ properties owned in 
conjunction with Mike and his brothers. 
This business is run under a company 
structure with each farm being a 
separate company with individual shares.  
The home dairy farm is 116ha freehold 
(112ha effective) with a flat to rolling 

topography, wintering 390 
cows with a budgeted 

production of 175,000 
kgMS. Mike and 
Daphne contract 
milk on this farm and 
have an 11 month old 
daughter, Emilia, who 
is the 5th generation 

to live on the property. 
The farm is run as a 

system 3 dairy farm which 
the Whites believe suits the 

land type, infrastructure and people. The 
farm operates 100% spring calving with 
all cows wintered on-farm.  
Philmara is a financially sustainable 
enterprise, and while profitability is 
a priority, this does not come at the 
expense of environmental or social 
aspirations. The judges commended the 
wider family’s ‘no secrets’ philosophy 
and their transparency with staff who are 
treated with the utmost respect. Health 
and wellbeing of the farm team is the 

Owners Phil & Maree White, contract 
milkers Mike White and Daphne Missirlis
PHILMARA LTD 

number one focus. 
Passionate about their environment, 
the Whites seek to exceed their 
environmental obligations - “100% 
compliance, 100% of the time” is 
the motto. Its on-farm investments, 
excellent system and best management 
practices position Philmara as a leader in 
protecting Mother Nature. 
Equally, the team is dedicated to 
its animal health and welfare, with 
condition, production and reproduction 
not to be compromised. The care and 
growth rate of young stock is a non-
negotiable.  
On behalf of his parents and the wider 
White family, Mike comments of the 
decision to enter the awards, “At an 
industry level we are seeing so much 
going on in the environmental space that 
should be showcased and the awards are 
doing this. At our farm level, it’s great to 
get feedback from the judges and to see 
what our peers are doing well. There is a 
lot we can learn from each other.”   

UICK FACTS

Type:  Dairy
District:  Putaruru 
Total area:  116ha  
 (112ha effective) 
Topography:  Flat to rolling 
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